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Sone  friends  of  nine  are  planning  to  "build  a  new  house  on  their  fam  this 
fall.     Whenever  we  get  together,   the  new  hone  is  the  rain  topic  of  conversation. 
Even  the  three-year-old  can  now  recognize  "building  plans  in  magazines  and 
newspapers.    The  children  are  to  have  roons  of  their  own,  and  these  roons  have 
been  furnished  and  decorated  by  the  little  girls  at  least  a  dozen  tines  during 
the  past  few  weehs. 

"What  do  you  know  about  building  houses?"  they  asked  me  —  and  for  the 
moment  all  I  could  think  of  was  Gelett  Burgess's  rhyme  about  "The  Roof." 

"The  roof  it  has  an  easy  time, 
A- lying  in  the  sun; 
The  walls  they  have  to  hold  it  up. 
They  do  not  have  much  fun." 

But  my  friends  have  gone  far  past  the  walls  and  roof  stage.  They're 
studying  plans  for  interiors.    They're  going  to  have  the  most  efficiently- 
arranged,  convenient  hone  that  ever  was  built  on  a  farm,  with  plenty  of  closets, 
they  say  emphatically;  closets  for  storing  clothes,  for  bedding,  cleaning 
equipment,  unused  furnishings,   children's  playthings  —  closets  wherever  they 
are  needed. 

The  mention  of  closets  reminded  me  of  a  new  bulletin  written  by  Maud 
Wilson  of  the  Oregon  State  Agricultural  College,  who  has  described  plans  for  a 
desirable  famhouse  in  the  Willamette  Valley.    Of  course,   the  plans  can  be 
modified  to  suit  any  other  locality. 

My  friends  were  especially  interested  in  Miss  Wilson's  plans  for  a  farm 
kitchen,  and  her  suggestions  for  the  care  and  development  of  children. 

"After  all,"  said  the  mother  of  the  family,   "when  you  have  four  youngsters, 
you  might  as  well  keep  that  fact  firmly  in  mind  when  you  plan  their  future  home." 

She  read  through  Miss  Wilson's  bulletin,   chocking  the  arrangements  that 
appealed  to  her,   such  as  kitchen  windows  located  to  overlook  the  children's 
outdoor  play  center,  floors  that  are  warn  and  easily  kept  clean,  a  downstairs 
bathroom  planned  for  the  care  of  the  children,  and  toilet  facilities  readily 
accessible  from  the  back  door  and  the  kitchen. 
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Other  things  that  appealed  to  this  modern  mother  were  a  bed  for  each 
child;  a  clothes  closet  for  each  child;  low  hooks,   shelves,  drawers  and  racks 
for  clothes;  dining  chairs  the  correct  height  for  a  child;  foot  rests  where  feet 
do  not  rest  on  the  floor;  and  chairs,  tables,  desks,  and  other  articles  used 
exclusively  by  children  su.it ed  to  their  heights. 

After  she  had  checked  such  arrangements  as  these,  my  friend  noticed  a 
section  of  the  bulletin  entitled  "Safety  Provisions." 

"That  reminds  me,"  she  said,  "that  I  forgot  to  put  the  matches  out  of 
Sonny's  reach  this  morning.     I  hope  Sister  is  talcing  good  care  of  him." 

Then  she  read  the  safety  provisions  suggested  by  Miss  Wilson,  and  I  could 
tell  by  the  way  she  nodded  her  head  that  she  was  in  hearty  agreement. 

"If  everybody  observed  these  precaut ions, "  she  said,  "there  would  be  a 
decrease  in  the  annual  number  of  bruises,  sprained  ankles,  burns,  and  so  on,  not 
to  mention  more  serious  accidents.    You  ought  to  broadcast  these  safety  pro- 
visions in  one  of  your  talks!" 

There  being  no  time  better  than  the  in-esent  for  doing  this  important 
chore,   I'm  going  to  read  the  safety  provisions  outlined  by  Miss  Wilson  in  her 
bulletin  on  planning  the  farm  home. 

A  well-defined  play  area  in  some  place  other  than  the  kitchen;  a  child- 
tight  yard  fence  to  serve  until  the  child  can  be  trusted  out  around  farm  animals 
and  machinery;  and  storage  olaces  cat  of  the  children's  reach  for  matches, 
medicines,  poisonous  cleaning  materials,  guns,   and  knives. 

Also,  a  means  of  opening  any  door  a  child  might  lock  from  the  inside;  a 
knob  on  the  inside  of  the  door  of  any  closet  large  enough  for  a  child  to  enter;  a 
loci':  for  the  gun  closet  if  guns  are  kept  loaded.     (I'd  suggest  here  that  the  gun 
closet  be  kept  locked  whether  the  guns  are  loaded  or  not.     It's  often  the 
"unloaded  gun"  that  does  the  damage.) 

Then  —  elderly  people  as  well  as  children  will  benefit  by  these  sugges- 
tions —  floors  that  are  not  slippery;  hand-holds  above  the  bath  tub;  hand-rails 
for  all  ste-os,   set  at  a  height  convenient  for  adu.lt s.    For  the  safety  of  young 
children  it  may  be  a  good  plan  to  install  on  some  flights  of  steps  temporary  hand 
rails  set  below  the  permanent  rails. 

For  use  in  case  of  fire,   there  shou.ld  be  a  porch,  deck,  or  balcony  opening 
from  the  second  floor  by  means  of  a  door  or  a  low-silled  window.    This  balcony 
should  be  at  least  large  enough  to  hold  as  man;/'  persons  as  are  likely  to  be 
sleeping  u.pstairs  at  any  one  time.    Other  safety-first  provisions  are  well  lighted 
cellar  or  basement  steps;  a  platform  at  least  30  inches  wide  between  the  entrance 
and  the  first  step;  hand  holds  on  both  sides.     In  the  yard,  dead  wood  should  be 
kept  trimmed  out  of  trees  which  children  climb;  and,  to  go  back  into  the  house 
again,  medicines  and  toilet  supplies  should  be  kept  in  se-oarate  compartments. 

So  much  for  the  safety  provisions  in  a  modern  farm  home.     Some  time  next 
month  I'm  going  to  tell  you  about  Miss  Wilson's  plans  for  a  well-organized 
kitchen.     Whether  you're  building,   remodeling,  or  just  re-arranging,   I  believe 
you'll  like  some  of  her  excellent  ideas  about  kitchens. 


